Unit Abstract

In this unit students explore the differences in the development of the Northeast, South, and West during the antebellum period.  They examine how industrialization, westward movement, and the rapid expansion of slavery affected Americans prior to the Civil War.  The unit commences with an examination of how historians analyze primary sources as students explore the early industrial revolution with a specific emphasis on the factory system in Lowell, Massachusetts.  In considering the technological changes of the era, students compare the economic development of the North and South.  In doing so, they explore how changes in agriculture, communication, transportation and immigration affected different regions of the nation. Through a variety of literacy strategies, students explore the extension of democracy and Native American removal during the Age of Jackson. They also explore how Jackson used the power of the presidency to attack the Bank of the United States and its favoritism toward the wealthy elite. Students then focus on westward expansion, examining art and other primary sources to assess the treatment of Native Americans. They evaluate how the Age of Jackson moved American society both toward and away from its core ideals. Through an exploration of Manifest Destiny, students assess its influence on westward expansion, including the annexation of Texas and the resulting Mexican War.  By the end of the unit, students are able to develop an argument based on evidence about the positive and negative consequences of territorial and economic expansion on American Indians, the institution of slavery, and the relations between free and slaveholding states.

Focus Questions


1. How did territorial, demographic, and economic growth affect regional differences in the nation?

2. How did the political, social, and economic consequences of westward expansion complicate national issues?

3. How does historical evidence support the claim that the Age of Jackson was a period of contradictions?
Content Expectations

8 – U4.2.1:
Comparing the Northeast and the South – Compare and contrast the social and economic systems of the Northeast and the South with respect to geography and climate and the development of 

· agriculture, including changes in productivity, technology, supply and demand, and price 

· industry, including entrepreneurial development of new industries, such as textiles

· the labor force including labor incentives and changes in labor forces

· transportation including changes in transportation (steamboats and canal barges) and impact on economic markets and prices

· immigration and the growth of nativism

· race relations

· class relations.

8 – U4.2.2:
Institution of Slavery – Explain the ideology of the institution of slavery, its policies
, and consequences.

8 – U4.2.3:
Westward Expansion – Explain the [physical] expansion [of the United States] and the conquest and settlement of the West through the Louisiana Purchase, the removal of American Indians (Trail of Tears) from their native lands, the growth of a system of commercial agriculture, and the idea of Manifest Destiny.

8 – U4.2.4:
Consequences of Expansion – Develop an argument based on evidence about the positive and negative consequences of territorial and economic expansion on American Indians, the institution of slavery, and the relations between free and slaveholding states.

8 – U4.1.2: 
Establishing America’s Place in the World – Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing treaties with American Indian nations, Jay’s Treaty (1795), French Revolution, Pinckney’s Treaty (1795), Louisiana Purchase, War of 1812, Transcontinental Treaty (1819), the Monroe Doctrine, [acquisition of Oregon country and the Mexican War].
 

HS - F1.1:
Analyze the ways that American society moved toward and/or away from its core ideals found in foundational documents (e.g., Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights).

� This bullet is not addressed in this unit. It is more historically accurate to address the changing nature of the labor force in conjunction with the free labor ideology addressed in Unit 5:  The Coming of the Civil War.


� The reference to “its policies” is more clearly described as the slavery policies of southern governments and slaveowners.


� Although not referenced in the expectations, the idea of Manifest Destiny is inextricably link with the acquisition of Oregon country and the Mexican War.


� The acquisition of Oregon country and the Mexican War have been added to this expectation to better prepare students for the US history foundational expectations that appear in high school.





