Unit Abstract:

In this unit students explore the growth of reform movements and their consequences during the antebellum period.  Students examine the origin and character of a variety of reform movements including education, abolition, women’s rights, and temperance.  In doing so, students assess the role of religion and democratic ideals in each reform movement. Particular emphasis is placed on the abolition and women’s rights movements. Students then reflect on the era by analyzing the contradictions between the movement for universal white male suffrage and the disenfranchisement of free African American men and all women. The unit culminates with students investigating a contemporary national public policy issue and its relationship to religion and/or democratic ideals.

Focus Questions


1. How successful were reformers of the mid-1800s in reducing the disparities between American ideals and reality?

2. How did religion and democratic ideals influence reform movements?
3. In what ways do current public issues have their roots in antebellum reform movements?

Content Expectations

8 – U4.3.1:  
Explain the origins of the American education system and Horace Mann’s campaign for free compulsory public education.

8 – U4.3.2: 
Describe the formation and development of the abolitionist movement by considering the roles of key abolitionist leaders (e.g., John Brown and armed resistance, Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad, Sojourner Truth, William Lloyd Garrison, and Frederick Douglass), and the response of southerners and northerners to the abolitionist movement. 

8 – U4.3.3: 
Analyze the antebellum women’s rights (including suffrage) movement by discussing the goals of its leaders (e.g., Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton) and comparing the Seneca Falls Resolution with the Declaration of Independence. 

8 – U4.3.4: 
Analyze the goals and effects of the antebellum temperance movement. 

8 – U4.3.5: 
Evaluate the role of religion in shaping antebellum reform movements. 
8 – P3.1.1: 
Identify, research, analyze, discuss, and defend a position on a national public policy issue.

· Identify a national public policy issue.

· Clearly state the issue as a question of public policy orally or in written form.

· Use inquiry methods to trace the origins of the issue and to acquire data about the issue.

· Generate and evaluate alternative resolutions to the public issue and analyze various perspectives (causes, consequences, positive and negative impact) on the issue.

· Identify and apply core democratic values or constitutional principles.

· Share and discuss findings of research and issue analysis in group discussions and debates.

· Compose a persuasive essay justifying the position with a reasoned argument.

· Develop an action plan to address or inform others about the issue.

8 – P4.2.1:
Demonstrate knowledge of how, when, and where individuals would plan and conduct activities intended to advance views in matters of public policy, report the results, and evaluate effectiveness.

8 – P4.2.2:
Engage in activities intended to contribute to solving a national or international problem studied.

8 – P4.2.3:
Participate in projects to help or inform others (e.g., service learning projects).



