Unit Abstract:

In this unit students explore the rising sectional tensions and how they affected the nation and its people. The unit begins with a comparison of economic, social, and cultural aspects of life in the North and South during the antebellum period.  Students then focus on the divisive issue of slavery. They first review early attempts to abolish or contain slavery, such as the Northwest Ordinance and the Missouri Compromise.  Students then explore the annexation of Texas, the Wilmot Proviso, changes in political parties, the Compromise of 1850, Bleeding Kansas, and the Dred Scott decision, analyzing how these events affected the Union.  They also consider how abolitionism and slavery reflected issues of majority rule and individual liberty.  In learning about life during the antebellum period, students explore the role of race in America, and how it affected both free and enslaved blacks.  Specific attention is paid to resistance movements such as the Underground Railroad, Nat Turner’s revolt, and John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry.  Using primary sources, students identify the reasons for secession (political, social, and economic) and investigate how historical interpretations vary by analyzing how historians have disagreed about the causes of the Civil War.  Throughout the unit, students continue to examine how American society moved toward or away from its core ideal of freedom found in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. 

Focus Questions


1. How did slavery and abolitionism reflect issues involving majority rule and individual liberty? 

2. How did the reasons for secession reflect unresolved political, social, and economic tensions?

3. How did questions of race manifest themselves in antebellum America? 

Content Expectations

8 – U5.1.1: 
Explain the differences in the lives of free blacks (including those who escaped from slavery) with the lives of free whites and enslaved peoples. 

8 – U5.1.2: 
Describe the role of the Northwest Ordinance and its effect on the banning of slavery (e.g., the establishment of Michigan as a free state).
 

8 – U5.1.3: 
Describe the competing views of Calhoun, Webster, and Clay on the nature of the union among the states (e.g., sectionalism, nationalism, federalism, states’ rights). 

8 – U5.1.4: 
Describe how the following increased sectional tensions


• 
the Missouri Compromise (1820)


• 
the Wilmot Proviso (1846)


• 
the Compromise of 1850 including the Fugitive Slave Act


• 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) and subsequent conflict in Kansas


• 
the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision (1857)


• 
changes in the party system (e.g., the death of the Whig party, rise of the  Republican party and division of the Democratic party).

8 – U5.1.5: 
Describe the resistance of enslaved people (e.g., Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad, John Brown,
 Michigan’s role in the Underground Railroad) and effects of their actions before and during the Civil War. 

8 – U5.1.6: 
Describe how major issues debated at the Constitutional Convention such as disagreements over the distribution of political power, rights of individuals (liberty and property), rights of states, election of the executive, and slavery help explain the Civil War.
8 – U5.2.1:
Explain the reasons (political, economic, and social) why Southern states seceded and explain the differences in the timing of secession in the Upper and Lower South.
� Although the Northwest Ordinance banned slavery in the Northwest Territories, it did not affect the institution of slavery elsewhere.





� Although John Brown himself was not a slave, his raid on Harper’s Ferry was intended to spark a slave rebellion. 





