Unit Abstract:

In this unit students examine the rebuilding of the United States after the Civil War from political, social, and economic perspectives. They identify problems facing the country after the war and analyze the Reconstruction plans advocated by President Lincoln, President Johnson, and Congressional leaders. Through primary and secondary sources, students examine early responses to the end of the war, including the role of the Freedmen’s Bureau and the emergence of Black Codes.  After exploring the principles embodied in the Reconstruction Amendments (13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments), students assess their intended and actual results, including the new but short-lived role of African Americans in local, state, and federal governments.  In examining the post-war years, students also investigate the role of white resistance and its impact on African Americans.  Students explore the different views of Reconstruction and appraise the Compromise of 1877 from the perspective of African Americans, southern political leaders, and northern Republicans.  The unit culminates as students evaluate how the Reconstruction era reflected America’s movement toward and/or away from its core ideals found in the Declaration of Independence and Constitution. In doing so, students use historical evidence to support their own conclusions about the changing nature of freedom and equality in the United States.

Focus Questions

1. How did government reconstruction policies affect race relations?

2. How did the Reconstruction era reflect America’s movement toward and/or away from its core ideals found in the Declaration of Independence and Constitution?

3. How did issues concerning the rule of law, limited government, and individual rights affect Americans during the Reconstruction era?

Content Expectations

8 – U5.3.1:
Describe the different positions concerning the reconstruction of Southern society and the nation, including the positions of President Abraham Lincoln, President Andrew Johnson, Republicans, and African Americans.

8 – U5.3.2:
Describe the early responses to the end of the Civil War by describing the 

· policies of the Freedmen’s Bureau

· restrictions placed on the rights and opportunities of freedmen, including racial segregation and Black Codes.

8 – U5.3.3:
Describe the new role of African Americans in local, state, and federal government in the years after the Civil War and the resistance of Southern whites to this change, including the Ku Klux Klan.

8 – U5.3.4:
Analyze the intent and the effect of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution.

8 – U5.3.5:
Explain the decision to remove Union troops in 1877 and describe its impact on Americans.

HS - F1.2:  
Develop an argument/narrative about the changing character of American political society by discussing:

· the birth of republican government, including the rule of law, inalienable rights, equality, and limited government

· the development of governmental roles in American life

· competing views of the responsibilities of governments (federal, state, and local)



